
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2020, 1 :30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1 :30 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 1 :30 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Schue gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Goldberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council 
Member Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police Lieutenant; Alicia Quintero, Recreation 
Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk; Town Attorney Goodwin attended by phone 

BUSINESS: 

1. PROPOSED ACTION TO DENY ORDINANCE NO. 20-07 - IT IS PROPOSED
THAT ORDINANCE NO. 20-07 BE DENIED IN ITS ENTIRETY AND THAT NO
REFERENCE TO TIME LIMITED USE OF PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR
TEMPORARY DWELLINGS BE INCLUDED IN FUTURE SUBMITTALS TO THE
TOWN COUNCIL WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE ALREADY DESIGNATED
IN THE TOWN'S ZONING CODE.

Town Manager Ferguson announced that he had prepared a little remark; he read this 
aloud as follows. 

"Mayor, Council and Citizens, at the Council Meeting of May 26, an 
item was on the Town Council Agenda which included a section that 
referenced a five-day camping restriction. The item was tabled. Since the 
item was tabled, the Council was not provided the opportunity to discuss 
their position regarding the proposed ordinance. 

This was the first time that the Council had seen that language, which 
is part of a larger issue that the Council has been working on for three-and
a-half years. I was the one who put this item on the Agenda. No Council 
Member drafted this document or directed the staff to place it on the 
Agenda. 
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Staff, including the Town Manager and Town Attorney, was charged 
with pulling issues together for review and the document numbered 
Ordinance No. 20-07 was the result of many meetings, drafts and 
discussion. It is unfortunate that the wording on the Agenda gave the 
appearance that it was ready for passage. It is obvious when you look at 
the Ordinance document, that there was a question that needed to be 
answered before Staff could bring the Council a final document. 

It is clear to us now, that this proposed Ordinance does not 
accomplish what it was originally intended to do. Further, it is understood 
that the Council does not and never did endorse limiting temporary dwelling 
on private property beyond that which is currently in our Zoning Code. We, 
as Staff, accept the responsibility and apologize for causing that 
misunderstanding. 

We fully endorse the proposed action here, today, and sincerely 
hope that it brings closure to the confusion. Let's move forward together for 
a better future." 

Mayor Simpson called for Council discussion, thoughts and concerns. 

Council Member Schue noted that he did not have the original that he was supposed to 
have that has the motion in it. He said it does say something about not changing, or 
permanent; we are not going to change the timeframe on any zoning. He said he was not 
quite sure about the phrasing of that. He said another thing is that we have zoning in 
place that covers additional residences such as RVs in the zoning already; we do not 
have to change that. He said he is hoping that we keep the zoning as is and that we keep 
it enforced. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that in our Zoning Code, currently, and it has for 
years, it says that you can have two temporary dwellings on your property, and it gives 
the timeline (between September 1 and May 31 ). He said it also says that they are to be 
removed between those dates during the summer months; that has been part of our Code 
for years. 

Town Manager Ferguson said there are a lot of issues that our current Code, including 
both the Town Code and the Zoning Code, that have some conflict in them, and there still 
needs to be discussion about that; those things still need to be resolved. He said he thinks 
the best way to do that is to take what has been done before, break it out into different 
topics, take it to work sessions so that the public can participate on different issues and 
then we can proceed in a way everybody can feel more comfortable. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted there is no way everybody could have known about all 
this - the past discussions on this item Urban Camping, but it has been going on, all in 
public meetings, unfortunately people did not have that background. He said that now, he 
thinks, we just need to get rid of what is in there right now and move forward. 

Mayor Simpson said other municipalities are going through a constant update of rules, 
regulations and laws; everything has come down from the Federal Government, the State 
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Government, even from counties, and we are at the bottom of the totem pole. He said we 
have to do a constant update; this Town has probably not had the funding to keep 
everything as current as the larger counties that may have been able to do it. He explained 
that this is an ongoing process, and we are looking at a process of updating all codes, 
ordinances and everything, bringing them up to date; this is depending on budgeting and 
funding for that because there is a cost to do that. 

Mayor Simpson said we have to not only make sure we are happy keeping the citizens 
happy, but we have to make sure we are up to date with the state and federal regulations 
as well. He said he heard some initial discussion about some language that says the 
Council would never bring this item up. He said he does not think that it is legal to say 
that a future council, ten, twenty, thirty years from now would not bring that up. He 
explained that the way the rules, ordinances and laws are, it is subject to change as the 
councils change, but certainly not anything he has ever heard, in his tenure here, either 
as a Council Member or Mayor, says that we have any intention to restrict property rights. 
He said he believes in the Constitution, the rights and the freedoms that go along with 
that. He said he is one vote and twenty years from now, our great-grandchildren will be 
in here running the councils; it will be up to the people who are around at that time to keep 
checks and balances on the government at that time. 

Council Member BearCat thanked everyone for coming and all the communications both 
with letters and on Facebook - a lot of good stuff. She said she has come to the 
conclusion that the ordinance that we are looking at today, does not exist; so, we are not 
denying an ordinance because it does not exist. She suggested that it go to the Planning 
and Zoning without the section 7-11-3, D. 1, a. through d.; that is the part that is 
concerning to everybody including this whole Council. 

Council Member BearCat commented that we do need to address the issues with the 
homeless and that is what the majority of it does, but we cannot dismiss a non-ordinance. 

Vice Mayor Warner thanked everyone for being there; she said she has been on the 
Council for six years and she can say with absolute confidence that no one on any of the 
councils, at any time during that time, ever heard of a five-day restriction on the private 
property. She said this was all new to everybody, and as far as denying an ordinance that 
does not exist, she agrees; we cannot really do that, but we can deny the draft of the 
ordinance as it stands, so that it does not move forward and we can start over with a new 
ordinance and take care of the issues that need to be taken care of as a part of what this 
ordinance was attempting to do. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to hear from the Attorney, who is on the 
phone, about whether we can change the paper in front of us from an ordinance to a draft. 
She said the wording is important because if we put draft in there, we have changed this, 
and it has not been properly noticed. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that what the Council has in front of them is a draft 
ordinance; it has not been adopted; it has not been finalized; it is a draft ordinance 
anyway. 
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Council Member BearCat said it does not say so. 

Town Attorney Goodwin repeated that it is not adopted and until it is adopted, it is still a 
draft ordinance. She said that Council Member BearCat is correct that it does not exist as 
an ordinance today, and that was never the intention; it does not become an ordinance 
until it is adopted. She said a motion could be a motion not to adopt, or you could just not 
adopt it, but it is a draft ordinance as we speak today. 

Mayor Simpson indicated that the number 20-07 is only identifying the topic. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said yes. 

Council Member Cunningham thanked everyone for coming and noted someone had 
made a comment to her that because two of us on the Council are managers or owners 
of RV Parks that we were part of this ordinance. She said we had nothing to do with it; 
we never heard of it or anything before the last meeting; she just wanted to verify that and 
let everyone know that just because we are a manager or an owner, it does not mean 
that they were part of this ordinance that was trying to be pushed across. 

Council Member Goldberg said that because of the Open Meeting Law, we really have 
not been able to have any discussion amongst ourselves. She said she can tell everyone 
that she has worked with these people, the majority of them, for the last several years. 
She said these folks who are sitting up here are doing it for one reason and that is for you 
all, for this Town. She said she can guarantee that every single one of them has had 
heartburn for the last ten days over this issue, including our Town Attorney, our Town 
Manager and the Staff. She commented that Council Members do read Facebook and 
there have been some really good points brought up to us, but as for the viciousness and 
the accusations that have been made towards some of the Council Members and Staff, 
when that is happening, it is not just happening to the those seated at the table at the 
meeting, it is happening to those digging the ditches and to the Officers who are taking 
care and protecting all of us. 

Council Member Goldberg said we made a mistake; there is no doubt that this 
presentation was a mistake. She said they could have done a better job, but we did not 
and today we are here to correct the error, to say we are sorry, and the Town Manager 
did say that. She said she thinks that is the voice of everyone of us that are associated 
with the Town of Quartzsite; we want to do what is right and we will do what is right. She 
said it is what it is right now, let's move forward. 

Mayor Simpson said he can assure everyone that the feeling of the Council is that we 
have no desire or intention to ever shut away our winter visitors, and our hopes would be 
that we have more permanent year-round residents here as well; hopefully you will all be 
doing your Census correctly so we can ensure that. 

Galene Axelson said she purchased property here, two parcels three years ago, but just 
recently moving here full-time. She said this last incident was most unfortunate; it was 
unfortunate for yourselves, however, it was most unfortunate for us as well; you had 
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heartache, so did we. She said she is caring for a daughter that is fighting terminal cancer 
and hoping she pulls through. She explained that when she got this, simply by accident, 
nobody sent her any notification, it was just by accident; now, she is having to worry what 
she will do with her daughter. Ms. Axelson said she has her daughter here full-time 
tending to her, and now she is supposed to shove her off in five days. Ms. Axelson said 
it was a mistake, it was a lack of communication, and she thinks we have all learned a 
lesson from this. She commented on her communication being limited to Facebook. She 
said she questioned the legality of doing something without proper notification, but she 
sent a lengthy email to our Mayor and she was very happy, and she commended him for 
his attitude and his understanding of the last meeting. She said there was a Council 
Member that really wanted to vote that day; she was a part of that meeting, so she knows 
that was the case, but our Mayor used good judgment and tabled it and she sees that the 
rest of them are using good judgment now. She said it is her hope that she can help with 
the community, be an asset, not a detriment. She thanked the Council and all the people 
who attended. She said we did not say anything to be hurtful, but we just did not 
understand this type of language. 

Monica Timberlake said she appreciated what the Council is doing here today; she said 
she knows it has been a rough week for everybody. She commented that she has 
responded to some Facebook posts trying to explain the process. She said she 
questioned how we can deny an ordinance that does not exist. She asked about the 
Zoning Ordinances where it does say between September and May, you cannot have a 
temporary dwelling on your property, so what does that mean for our snowbirds, our 
seasonal visitors that go home and leave their unit here, or for those of us that are year
round residents that according to zoning, cannot have family come and visit during the 
summer. She said she has a sister with kids that are only out of school during those 
months that she is not allowed to have anybody on her property; so, anytime you talk 
about enacting something that does not allow for changes, the current Zoning Code 
needs to be changed. She asked that moving forward, everyone keep in mind that there 
are some people who are here between September and May. 

Mayor Simpson said it is his understanding that this will go to our Planning and Zoning 
Commission who will be reviewing current ordinances and addressing any of this and you 
will have an opportunity to address them there also and that will happen before we come 
back to the Council Meeting. He said you will have several opportunities to address this; 
we will make sure of that. 

Sam Saxton said as you can see, this has been a pretty crazy ride, he thinks, for 
everybody. He commented that he appreciates the honesty today and the apology. He 
said apology accepted. He said it is important to be reminded every now and again that 
we have·a guide, a compass if you will, that should lead us in how we govern our states, 
our towns and our country; we have rights that protect us as citizens of the world's 
greatest country. He said those rights seem to be a continuous battle as a citizen to hold 
our local, state and federal governments accountable to. He said this article seven seems 
to have awoken a sleeping giant, as you can see, the Townspeople would be that sleeping 
giant because in fact those rights were being infringed upon as citizens. He said as we 
see with the amount of folks here today, we demand our rights be upheld; it would be 
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important and imperative for us to know the agenda behind those who drafted such an 
article. He said this is like playing with fire. Mr. Saxton said it has caused an outrage in 
the community because we elected and hired you to protect our Constitutional Rights and 
it seems we were toyed with an ordinance that would infringe upon those rights. He said 
we, as a community, beg you to protect us and take our amazing community to the next 
level and secure a better future for our children. Mr. Saxton said that on any agenda, 
whether local, county or even state, we hope and pray that you, as our local government, 
will act as a barrier and stand in the gap against anything that would infringe upon our 
Constitutional Rights. He said he hopes, in going forward, that we can count on you guys 
to do that. He commented that, again, he appreciates the apologizing because it seems 
like this kind of hit them from the left side as it did all of us. He indicated that any agenda 
should not infringe upon rights and, as a Constitutional citizen of the United States, we 
protect our local government, our local people, our property owners and make sure that 
their rights are upheld. 

Dennis Vosper said he appreciates the apology that was there, and he accepts that 
apology as well; he thinks what would be appreciated as well would be some reasons 
why the language was placed in the first place, clearly, completely opposite of what our 
community is about. He said he would like to find out a little bit more about why. He 
explained that he knew that the language was new to the Council, but when you read the 
summary, you see that when this was first addressed in 2017, it said they presented two 
ordinances. He said that in 2017, they talked about one addressing RVs on private 
property by amending the Zoning Code, so there was talk of these changes all along, so 
it is not completely new, so he does not think it was completely honest to say this is the 
first you heard about it, the first that the language was put in there. He said as far as the 
addressing Ms. Cunningham with the conflict of interest, that was before knowing that it 
was only one person presenting this and it would be a conflict of interest, he believes, still 
if it continued forward with that language in the bill because at that point, he thinks it would 
be problematic. He said he did confer with his attorney as well and he said yes, that would 
be a conflict of interest if it had continued. He noted that if the Council does, at a future 
time, consider the homeless aspect, he did see an area that really needs to be addressed 
and that is where the Town would issue camping permits in the Park. He said he has five 
kids and the idea of people camping at the Park, in their RV, with his kids playing, does 
not sound like a good idea; it does not sound safe. 

Mr. Vosper said he is in agreement with Monica about the existing code, and he would 
encourage the Council to consider changing that as well. He said we speak of 
Constitutionality, telling people they cannot use their property for their RV would be 
unconstitutional in his understanding of the Constitution, so he would request that at a 
future time that would be considered. He asked that the 'why this was included in the first 
place' be addressed. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he just wanted to make sure he was answering the right 
question; he asked if we are talking about 'why the language specifically on the five days'. 

Mr. Vosper responded yes, just any of the language dealing with RVs in general. 
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Mayor Simpson added, where it came from, the background of how it had come to the 
Council and where it was drafted from. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that early on, when some problems were explained to 
her that dealt with RVs on private property, the initial problem we were addressing was 
RVs parking in parks. She said your ordinance was not very strong and we prepared an 
ordinance related to parking on public property, but that was primarily parks, and it said, 
just generally, it is unlawful for any person to park a recreational vehicle on a public street, 
parking lot, park or other public property for use as sleeping or living accommodations for 
purposes of camping within the Town; it goes on to say the kinds of things that would be 
evidence of camping or using it as living quarters, such as connected to a power source 
or a connection to a source of water and so forth. She said that was one of the initial 
issues and then there was also a concern about parking on private property, a number of 
RVs just parking on private property, so a companion ordinance was prepared. She said 
the gentleman is correct, there were two ordinances and it actually prohibited - she said 
she would read it; what she read follows: "It is unlawful for any person to park a 
recreational vehicle within the Town unless that vehicle is parked in a recreational vehicle 
park as approved by the Town pursuant to Article 9 of this chapter," and then, 'evidence 
of such use' is the same as in the other ordinance. She explained that in other words, the 
Zoning Code Ordinance Amendment that would govern private property would have 
prohibited RVs except in RV parks. She said that was actually the last ordinance before 
there was a big lull and that is when the Boise, Idaho homeless case came out, and so 
we went back and just revisited it, and the revisiting of it resulted in the ordinance that 
went to the Council at its last meeting; that was mostly for discussion because there were 
still some questions. She said that is the history; the five days was actually put in to give 
some more time for an RV to be parked on private property. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said, clearly, she must have misunderstood the Council's 
directions, and she is happy to take new direction. 

Mayor Simpson said it was his understanding that part of that was part of the boilerplate 
ordinance that Ms. Goodwin borrowed from another municipality. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that she is not somebody that thinks that all ordinances are 
equally applicable to all cities and towns; she represents a lot of small cities and towns, 
but she also does not think she has to reinvent the wheel every time she needs an 
ordinance; she pretty much knows where to go look. She said that after the Boise, Idaho 
case came out, a lot of us city attorneys were struggling to figure out how this affected 
our urban camping ordinances in general. She said Quartzsite is not the only town she 
was experiencing this with, and we were playing with ordinances for other towns all of 
which were different, and all had different needs and goals. She said that as she looked 
around to see what would be appropriate, she thought that the City of Surprise's 
ordinance was simple, and it addressed the issue; apparently, she was wrong on that. 
She said she thought it was good for Quartzsite, but we certainly can do it again. 

Pam Caskey said her property has .97 of an acre; there are two RV sites on it that were 
allowed to be put there years ago. She said that we have someone staying on our property 
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year-round, she is their friend and she keeps an eye on their property when they are not 
there. Ms. Caskey noted that the person staying on their property also keeps an eye on 
the neighbors' properties, too. Ms. Caskey said she thinks that if the Town is going to say 
that she can only be there during the winter season, that is wrong, and thinks the person 
staying helping the community should be considered. 

Nancy Nichols accepted the apology and said she knows that the Council is here to help 
the community and that they mean well; she added that everyone makes mistakes. 

Jan Degennaro spoke of the importance of critical thinking and crystal-clear 
communication. Noting the importance of asking for clarification and getting more 
information on any matter of concern. She commented that Facebook should not be relied 
upon for communicating with the community of Quartzsite. She suggested a weekly 
newsletter from the local Town government and suggested Quartzsite 411 as a name for 
the newsletter. 

Louise Riendhalt pointed out that there was no financial impact noted in the proposal. 
She said 4.2 million in sales revenue would probably have been severely impacted. She 
said there is an Arizona law that would require the state, the county, the cities or towns 
that implement ordinances that financially impact homeowners to be financially liable to 
pay back the homeowner 

Gary Reindhalt spoke of a leadership conference he attended many years ago; he 
learned that one of the best ways to get people out to a meeting is to make them angry. 

Reginald Goforth noted that he finds it very strange that in the ordinance, if he decides to 
stay here all summer, he cannot keep his travel trailer on his own property, he has to go 
find some place else to store it. He asked if that is what he heard. 

Several Council Members said no. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it might have sounded that way, but what it says is 
temporary dwellings; in other words, they were placed there for the purposes of 
somebody dwelling in it. He said you are placing it there to store it, and that is quite alright. 
He said that the way the current language is, you can even have one of them left behind 
and stored behind the home, but they have to be removed as a dwelling. He said people 
have campers year-round on their properties and that is not a problem at all. 

Mayor Simpson commented positively about the large crowd in attendance; he told the 
audience that if something does not sound right - speak up. 

Larry Feick said he would like to reinforce what one lady said about communication; it is 
our biggest challenge, accurate communication. He said we need better and more 
communication. 
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Karen Childs said her concern was that originally, this was brought up because people 
were parking in the Park, and we do not want people to park in the Park. She asked if she 
was understanding correctly. 

Several Council Members said yes, and Town Manager Ferguson said that was the 
original. 

Lynn Stimson asked the Town Manager if he is going to enforce the original September 
to March 31 st ordinance. She noted that Pam Caskey brought up that there is a lady living 
there, on her property, who rents from her while she is gone; she just stays, but there are 
people who rent. Ms. Stimson asked if the lady who stays becomes the person who is 
living there; she said that has to be settled. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that our Code creates a tremendous number of 
problems for us, not only in the fact that it contradicts itself in several areas, but it has 
also put us in a position of enforcing on a Code that we are not sure we want to enforce 
as a staff. He said we brought that to the Council to say we need direction; we are not 
comfortable going out enforcing something that seems to be the norm. He said that right 
at the present time, the answer would be no, we are not enforcing it simply because the 
practice has been there for so long and it is in conflict with our Code; we just need 
clarification in our Code. He said we need our Council to have the opportunity to talk 
about that further, but it first needs to go back to the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and that is where it needs to be discussed first, and then it can come to the Council. 

There was a discussion of the term grandfathering-in. 

Mayor Simpson commented that Pam Caskey was correct; she mentioned one person; 
he said he could tell everyone that there are probably 50, at least, who are house setting 
somebody's house living in a motorhome. He said that every time you pick up the 
newspaper, you see an advertisement for someone to house sit their homes, and this is 
typically in a motorhome or an RV of some sort, so it is a large problem. 

Melvin Gurston said it his understanding that any ordinance passed by the Town Council 
is for the benefit of the Town and the citizens, well apparently 20-07 only benefits RV 
parks. 

Pam Caskey said Sherry is the person who lives on her property. Ms. Caskey spoke of 
the many good works Sherry does in the community and suggested that people listen to 
Sherry because she has a lot of good ideas about how to help the homeless people, and 
Sherry would like to get the Town to help her with that. 

Steve Wright said yes, you did awaken a sleeping giant; you said you needed direction, 
he thinks they got their direction. 

Amber Myers read from the Zoning Code, "All temporary dwelling units shall be removed 
from the site between June 1 st and August 31 st." She said it does state that you cannot
have these dwellings on your site in between June and August. 
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Mayor Simpson said that is one of the items that will be reviewed. 

Amber Myers said it was stated that you do not have to take it off. 

Town Manager Ferguson said what he said is that as a dwelling unit, it has to be removed, 
but if you read the rest of that Code, it would tell you that there is an allowance for storage. 
He asked Assistant Town Manager O'Neill if he could point it out right off-hand. 

Cliff O'Neill stated, Paragraph 8, Paragraph 9, Section 5. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented on the history of the Town Code as it stands now 
and the difficulties with it; that is why we are going through a recodification of our Town 
Code and also of our Zoning Code - separately. 

Town Manager Ferguson pointed out that this last year, the State Legislature put in a 
process, which we really like, we think it is a wonderful process. He said, from now on, 
anytime the Town moves ahead with any of these zoning issues, they have to have a 
citizens' review meeting first, and that is what you are going to see from now on. He spoke 
of a citizens' review meeting that is coming up; he noted that it will let the citizens 
comment on some of the things that are going to go before the Planning & Zoning 
Commission in July. 

Mary Dowell explained her situation and asked how this is all going to affect people living 
in RVs on other people's properties. 

Mayor Simpson referenced his previous comment about people house setting and noted 
the number of them is probably more like 100. 

Gaylene Axelson asked the Mayor if there is a way to notify all homeowners, even those 
who are here only part of the year, to let them know about what changes are being 
proposed. She said it is a matter of public record what their names are and their 
addresses. She asked if something is going to be mailed out to them to let them know 
that something is proposed that can affect their property and their bank account. She 
asked how we are going to handle that. 

Mayor Simpson commented on the Town's disadvantage, noting that if we hold something 
here in the summer months, we are told we are holding it when no one is here; when we 
try to hold something during our busy season, we are told people are too busy to attend. 
He said spring or fall is the easiest weather, but it is not when the most people are here. 

Ms. Axelson explained that she was not talking about them actually attending; she is 
talking about you sending a document out in the mail to them. She said their addresses 
are public record, their names are a public record; you just send out something to say, 
hey, this is what is coming up, if you want any input, send it to us in writing. She said you 
can propose something, but you do not vote on it for maybe 60 days, and if they do not 
get back to you in a certain reasonable timeframe, then you proceed. She said she, 
herself, thinks you absolutely need to let people know, you cannot just arbitrarily decide 
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what you are going to do to people's homes and bank accounts with absolutely no 
knowledge or attempt to let them know when they are out of Town. She said they do not 
pay taxes for just part of the year, they pay taxes for the whole year, so they are entitled 
to know what is happening to their property. 

A gentleman from the audience pointed out that it is not just the Town Council that has to 
deal with seasonal issues, it is everybody, business owners and private citizens; this is 
an unusual town in that respect. He shared how they handle it at their church, using a 
newsletter. 

Mayor Simpson explained why the Coun-cil calls special meetings; this is the way we find 
out how people feel; this is where the work is done, we can hear what people really think. 

Jan Degennaro spoke of how RVs are temporary dwellings for some, but they are 
permanent dwellings for others. She said she thought it would be O.K. to tell people that 
they have to take their tent down. She spoke of extenuating circumstances relative to the 
RVs. She said she thinks the 'temporary dwelling' phrase is a little unclear; some people 
live in RVs, that is their home. She suggested that the language be broken down to be 
more specific. She suggested that nothing from the Town be put on Facebook unless it 
is hermetically sealed. 

Don Day said that had it not been for Facebook, chat and the rest of them, a lot of these 
people would not be here. He spoke of the Town's past; 30 years ago, you could have 
four, five or six people staying on your property, and this Town was built up on tailgaters, 
vendors, and the Town has changed totally. He said it is going to change and it is going 
to advance. He spoke of the loss of revenue that will happen if this (20-07) goes through. 

Nancy Nichols made a comment directed more to the citizens than the Council: obviously 
this is something that concerns everybody so much because you are all here. She said, 
be involved in these ordinance upgrades; come to the Planning and Zoning meetings, 
come to the Council Meetings where we discuss this, come to the workshops or whatever 
they invite us to and be involved. She said it is obvious they care because they are there, 
so keep caring and keep coming and help us make it right; the Town needs your input 
because there are things that were brought up here today that maybe nobody thought 
about or maybe nobody was aware, keep involved. 

Council Member Cunningham said she wanted to answer Dennis' question as far as any 
conflict of interest. She announced that she just became a Council Member last summer, 
and she had no knowledge of any of this ordinance. She said that the park that she 
manages is in escrow, and she will not be managing it. 

Council Member Goldberg again thanked everyone for being here and the comments that 
we have heard today. She commented that they are listening to what the people have to 
say. She said, as Nancy was saying, come to Council. She noted that as for the comment 
about people not knowing what is going on, the Town of Quartzsite has a website; all of 
our agendas are put on the website with all of the information so all can see if there is a 
question, or something that is going to be presented to Council. She said, if you do not 
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live here, that is fine, send an email; if you have a question about something that is on 
the agenda, you can send an email, or you can contact one of the Council Members and 
try to get at least an answer. She explained that if it is something that someone wants to 
be read during public comment, our Assistant Town Manager or Town Clerk would be 
able to do that during the public comment. She said just because you are not here, it does 
not mean we will not hear you, your voice. 

Mayor Simpson announced that it has been mentioned that the Town may be adding to 
one of our current positions, the duty of Public Information Officer. He said the Town is 
aware of some of this that is going to be forthcoming and the need to do more to try to 
get information out, and when something like this comes up, so we do have a 
clearinghouse, someone that is tasked with getting the word out correctly of what is going 
on. 

Council Member BearCat thanked everyone for all of their comments. She commented 
that she would like to address one who had some remarks, and it was brought up here in 
the meeting and she wants to clarify. She said that during that Zoom meeting, when this 
item was tabled, she wanted it not tabled, so we could talk about this; if you cannot talk 
about it, you cannot get it solved. She said it got tabled and so now, we are here. She 
said she was the one that did not want it tabled because she wanted to talk about that 
item, and as a matter of fact, she was going to have that entire section pulled, if she could 
because she is only one person, 7-11-3, D. 1., a. through d., that has to do with what we 
are concerned with here, the private property. She explained that at that time, she was 
going to ask to have that section pulled totally because it does not belong there, and 
hopefully, that clears it up. She said she owns that and thank you. 

Council Member Amon commented that two years ago, she was sitting exactly where the 
audience is sitting; she was standing out on the sidewalk hollering at the Town Council; 
she was throwing rocks at everybody who walked by because nothing seemed to be 
working. She said, here I sit today, because she was invited to participate and to learn 
how government works; she is happy to tell people that she has learned that. She said 
just the fact that the audience is here, and the comments that they are making, tells her 
that there are more people out there who need to be involved and participating. She said 
there are open seats all over in this government body that need interested citizens to 
have their input. She said that everyone of the people on this Council is a citizen of this 
Town; is a resident, just a normal everyday person; some of us are retired, some of us 
have businesses; we are in no way professional government people; we are doing the 
best that we can for the people that we know and love who live in this Town. She 
commented that if people have things to say, they should step up and say it, participate, 
become part of the movement instead of just standing there arguing; she has given that 
part of her job up; it does not do any good because she did not have any information. She 
explained, you join the process, you figure out what is going on and you help decide what 
is best for the Town of Quartzsite. She said, please participate and thank you for showing 
up today. 

Council Member Goldberg moved that we deny draft ordinance number 20-07. 

Page 12 of 13

060420 Quartzsite Town Council Special Meeting Minutes 



Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Council Member BearCat explained that the motion was to deny ordinance 20-07, period; 
it had nothing to do with the rest of that paragraph. She said she wanted to know if the 
rest of that paragraph is included or not. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded yes, it is legal, but, the public needs to understand 
this too, nothing that this Council does can bind a future Council; that is just the way it is. 
He said the reason is because future governments need to be protected to be able to do 
what the people elected them to do, and if you make a mistake, they need to be able to 
correct it. He said you can say that, but a future Council could change that, but we, as 
staff, your staff, would take that as direction: do not bring us something back like that 
again. He said it would hold true if there was a new Mayor; it would still hold true until that 
new governing body made a different decision, so you can include it or not; to us, we 
know the direction -you want that gone. 

Council Member Goldberg said her motion is, again, to deny draft ordinance no. 20-07. 

Mayor Simpson said he would call for Roll Call Vote on this. 

Roll Call Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7).
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham, Council Member Goldberg, 
Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner; Council Member BearCat 
said Aye, but it is only the top part, that does not include that paragraph -just the 
ordinance; she said she is just making it clear that the rest of that paragraph is not part of 
the motion. 

ADJOURNMENT: 2:57 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Special Meeting of June 4, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on June 4, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 23"' day of June 2020 

� 1'!!. Jh.&� 
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

� 
� Norm Simpson, Mayor 
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